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MAJOR SOLO EXHIBITION BY LUYANG AT THE ZABLUDOWICZ COLLECTION 
EXTENDED UNTIL MARCH 2023

LUYANG  
LuYang NetiNeti
22 September 2022–12 March 2023

The Zabludowicz Collection is delighted to announce that the critically acclaimed solo 
exhibition LuYang NetiNeti by Chinese multimedia artist LuYang has been extended until 
12 March 2023. 

This free exhibition features the world premiere of a new video commissioned by the 
Zabludowicz Collection, plus the ground-breaking digitally animated film DOKU the Self (2022), 
and an interactive retro-futurist arcade space in which visitors can explore LuYang’s worlds 
in a number of playable video game works. 

Entertaining, thought-provoking, and sometimes grotesque, LuYang’s fantastical spaces don’t 
shy away from exploring human mortality and the nature of reality itself.

On Saturday 28 January, the Zabludowicz Collection will be hosting a unique live performance 
by LuYang. The performance will take place at the gallery and will utilise motion capture 
technology that allows two live dancers to perform alongside the digital avatar DOKU. 
A soundtrack is provided by LuYang’s musical collaborator Liiii. This event will be the first 
time LuYang’s performance work has been staged in the UK.

There will be a Late Night Opening at the gallery on Thursday 23 February, where visitors will 
be able to enjoy LuYang NetiNeti afterhours from 6-9pm. 

Installation view of LuYang, LuYang NetiNeti at Zabludowicz Collection, London, 2022. Photo: David Bebber. 
Courtesy of the artist, Zabludowicz Collection and Société, Berlin.
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Elizabeth Neilson, Director of the Zabludowicz Collection, said, “We are delighted to 
be extending LuYang NetiNeti into March 2023. The public and critical response has been 
phenomenal, and it has been wonderful to have so many visitors in the gallery. We are so proud 
to have collaborated with LuYang on their first solo exhibition in the UK and look forward to 
welcoming more people through the gallery doors until 12 March 2023!”

Immersed in the cultures of anime, video games and sci-fi, LuYang combines Buddhist philosophy 
with aspects of neuroscience and digital technology to investigate the mysteries and mechanics 
of the human body and mind. The exhibition title LuYang NetiNeti incorporates the Sanskrit 
expression ‘neti neti’, meaning ‘neither this, not that’. In their disorienting and darkly humorous 
works, LuYang seeks to destabilise the binaries of past and future, human and machine, life and 
death.

The exhibition centres on LuYang’s own ‘digital reincarnation’, an avatar called DOKU. Named 
after the phrase ‘dokusho dokushi’, which translates as ‘we are born alone, and we die alone’, 
DOKU exists in a realm beyond the limitations of material bodily reality. LuYang has created six 
versions of the avatar to date, corresponding to the six paths of reincarnation as described in 
Buddhism: Hell, Hungry Ghost, Animal, Asura, Human and Heaven. The movements assigned 
to these characters have been created using body scanning, CGI animation and the motion 
tracking of human dancers, including contemporary Japanese pop dancers and the hand and 
eye movements of legong dancers from Bali, Indonesia.

In the Main Hall the new Zabludowicz Collection commissioned video DOKU – Binary conflicts 
invert illusions (2022) features the characters Heaven and Hell in a choreographed dance set 
to an intense metal soundtrack. Also in the Main Hall is the film DOKU the Self (2022), which 
premiered at the 59th Venice Biennale 2022 and is LuYang’s first narrative film in the DOKU 
series. Installed on the altar wall behind the video screen is LuYang’s version of the Buddhist 
Wheel of Life (‘bhavachakra’ in Sanskrit) representing the cycle of birth and rebirth.

The Middle Gallery acts as a screening room, showing key video works produced with numerous 
collaborators over the past decade. Films include Uterus Man (2013) the Zabludowicz Collection 
work LuYang Delusional Crime and Punishment (2016).

The Back Gallery is transformed into an interactive arcade in which visitors can navigate LuYang’s 
worlds first-hand. At the centre of the space is the ambitious Material World Knight project 
(2018-) including a multi-level video game in which you embark on a journey of enlightenment. 
Retro arcade machines allow you to climb on a motorbike to fight villains as Uterus Man, play 
the Space Invader-style Cancer Baby game (2014), and test out your moves on LuYang Dance 
Dance Revolution (2018).

 
NOTES TO EDITORS

Content Warning 
Please be aware that the exhibition contains flashing lights, loud noise and themes and images 
some viewers may find distressing. Under– 14’s must be accompanied and young children should 
be supervised by an adult at all times. 

Artist biography 
LuYang (b. 1984, Shanghai) creates fantastical, and often shocking images which represent an 
interdisciplinary blend of religion, philosophy, neuroscience, psychology and modern technology. 
Their artistic practice spans 3D animated films, video game installations and game engines, 
holograms, motion-capture performances, virtual reality and augmented reality. The artist also 
collaborates with acclaimed scientists, psychologists, performers, designers, experimental 
composers, music producers, robotics companies and pop stars.

LuYang graduated with a BA and MA from the New Media Art department of the China 
Academy of Art in Hangzhou. Their work has been featured in major museums and institutions 
internationally, including recent solo exhibitions at the ARoS Aarhus Art Museum, Aarhus, 



Denmark (2021–22); Spiral, Tokyo, Japan (2018); M WOODS, Beijing, China (2017–18); MOCA 
Cleveland, Cleveland, USA (2017); Ullens Center for Contemporary Art (UCCA), Beijing, China 
(2011); and Fukuoka Asia Art Museum, Fukuoka, Japan (2011).

Recent works in large-scale thematic exhibitions include The Milk of Dreams, 59th Venice 
Biennale 2022; Asia Society Triennial 2021, New York; Centre Pompidou, Paris (2020); Shanghai 
Biennale 2018 and 2012; Athens Biennale 2018; Liverpool Biennial 2016; Montreal International 
Digital Art Biennial 2016; 56th Venice Biennale 2015 (Chinese Pavilion); and Fukuoka Asian Art 
Triennale 2014.

LuYang was awarded the BMW Art Journey in 2019, following which they commenced the 
making of a new digital body of work titled DOKU.

LuYang is the winner of the Deutsche Bank Artist of the Year 2022 award, and as part of this 
will present a solo exhibition at PalaisPopulaire, Berlin in September 2022.

LuYang is represented by Societé, Berlin, Jane Lombard Gallery, New York and COMA, Sydney. 
 
ZABLUDOWICZ COLLECTION  
Zabludowicz Collection is an independent philanthropic organisation that is home to a growing 
collection of contemporary art, and a programme of exhibitions, events and residencies, in 
collaboration with leading British and international artists. Since its foundation in 1994 the 
Collection has been dedicated to fostering new audiences and a sustainable environment for 
contemporary art by creating developmental opportunities and support for emerging and mid-
career artists, curators and organisations.

UK registered charity number 1120067.

For more information, images or any other press enquiries please contact: 
Tess Shennan, Communication and Content Manager 
+44 (0)20 7428 1651 
tess@zabludowiczcollection.com 
 
VISITOR INFORMATION

Address:
176 Prince of Wales Road, London NW5 3PT
+44 (0)207 428 8940

Transport (TFL stations):  
Chalk Farm or Kentish Town West

info@zabludowiczcollection.com
zabludowiczcollection.com 
Twitter.com/Zabludowicz_Col 
instagram.com/zabludowicz_collection 
facebook.com/ZabludowiczCollection

Admission: FREE 
Thursday–Sunday,  
12–6pm or by appointment

Café, Library and Shop
The Shop sells limited edition artworks,  
50% of the proceeds go directly to the 
artist.  
shop.zabludowiczcollection.com
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