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Doug Fishbone, Elmina (2010), production still, photo Thierry Bal, courtesy the artist

Testing Ground: Master Class offers a unique opportunity for a small group of emerging artists to 
work closely with leading international artists and to discuss and develop their studio practice. 
Over five days, eight young artists, nominated by a select group of artist-run spaces nationwide, 
will form an intensive working group focussed around daily crits, tutorials, reading groups and 
professional development workshops led by artist Doug Fishbone who developed the Master 
Class initiative, visiting international artists including Dexter Dalwood, Omer Fast, Brian Griffiths 
and Saskia Olde Wolbers and curators from the Collection. In addition, each evening, the 
established artists will present a public lecture, giving both the students and the general public an 
opportunity to gain greater insight into that artist’s practice. 

Forming part of Zabludowicz Collection’s annual Testing Ground for Art and Education 
programme, the Master Class continues the Collection’s longstanding commitment to nurturing 
the professional and creative development of young artists and curators, and will be free for the 
participants. Crits, in which a group analyses and discusses a body of work, and one-to-one 
tutorials are often identified as the aspect of art school that many young artists miss the most 
after graduation. Participants in the Master Class get to learn from and have unparalleled access 
to internationally renowned artists and also build a national network of peers. 

The emerging artists participating in the initiative have been nominated by Eastside Projects in 
Birmingham, G39 in Cardiff, One Thoresby Street in Nottingham, Outpost in Norwich, The Royal 
Standard in Liverpool, The Woodmill in London and Workplace Gallery in Gateshead. Each space 
was asked to identify artists for whom the opportunity to work with these tutors would be both 
an opportunity to consolidate their practice and give it a significant boost.

Artist Doug Fishbone with whom the programme has been developed says, “The idea for the 
Master Class came out of a simple proposition: what would be the kind of programme I would love 



to take part in myself as a student? Something enriching and exciting and challenging, yet actually 
affordable? Thanks to the generosity and openness to experimentation of the Zabludowicz 
Collection, the Master Class has taken shape to create just that. Bringing together some of the 
most compelling features of traditional art programmes in an unusually intense way, the 
programme condenses a whole term’s worth of opportunities – for lectures, crits, and chances to 
work closely with wonderful visiting artists – into just under a week’s time. By limiting the number 
of students to such a small group of eight, the programme will offer a rare degree of intimacy for a 
forum of this nature, and by focusing on students who live and work all around the UK, we will 
have a diversity that transcends a more conventional focus on practitioners based in London.

A chance for growth, development and inspiration, which is completely free of charge to 
students. I am thrilled to be involved in such an exciting few days, if only as a tutor.”

Evening Artist’s Lectures, 7pm
Thursday 31 January: Saskia Olde-Wolbers
Friday 1 February: Brian Griffiths
Saturday 2 February: Dexter Dalwood
Sunday 3 February: Omer Fast

The Zabludowicz Collection is dedicated to bringing emerging art to new audiences and 
actively supporting arts organisations and artists. It was founded in 1994, and contains over 2000 
works by over 500 artists, spanning 40 years of art production. Its focus is on emerging art from 
the late 20th century to the present day. The Zabludowicz Collection’s programme is focused on 
working with artists and curators to produce exhibitions of works from the Zabludowicz 
Collection which examine contemporary art practice and the Collection in a public forum and 
respon d to the unusual exhibition space at 176 Prince of Wales Road. The Collection also exhibits 
in permanent venues in the USA and Finland.

VISITOR INFORMATION

Admission: FREE 
Thursday–Sunday, 12–6pm or by appointment 
The café serves tea, coffee and cakes during gallery opening hours. 
The library and meeting room can be booked for meetings or to research artists from the 
Collection and to view film and video works in the Collection.

The Shop sells limited edition artworks whose proceeds are split between the artists and the 
Collection’s education projects. Also online: shop.zabludowiczcollection.com

Address
176 Prince of Wales Road, London NW5 3PT 
+44 (0)207 428 8940 
info@zabludowiczcollection.com 
zabludowiczcollection.com

Transport (TFL stations) 
Chalk Farm or Kentish Town West

FURTHER INFORMATION
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